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Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith ~ The Liberty in‘\Which We Sand (Galatians

Christ hath made s free, and be not again >1)
@nta:ng[@d with the yoke Of bondageu Believers are to remember the Lord’_s death until He
i comes whenever they take communion. As we

partake of the bread and the cup, we come together
and we are nourished, spiritually nourished for the
purpose of being strengthened in the inner man. As

we remember what Jesus Christ has done in our belsm#revencouraged to endure in the faith.

We began in grace, being saved by grace through faith.eJedth, and repentance are all gifts

of God, flowing from His grace and from His love. We axhorted to remain in this estate of

grace.

We are tostand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has madfaes and not be again entangled
with the yoke of bondage. Galatians 5:1.

In Galatians, Paul addresses the false teachings dfittzezers, who were teaching that these
new Gentile believers in Galatia needed to be circumarsaddition to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. This would be grace plus law. Paul calls igospel at all: no good news in that!

In Galatians 4 Paul asks, “Why exchange one bondagedthea?” He has shown that by law
no one is justified before God, that no law was evegrgthat could impart life, and that the law
served only in a preparatory way. It was temporary, mitovenant in Christ’s blood is
permanent. Salvation is by grace through Promise, nekdsping or performance.

God sent forth the Spirit of His Son. Paul is bafflésod the Father adopted the believing
Galatians as sons and sent forth the Spirit into tlesrts. They received the Holy Spirit and
should be conscious of their sonship (Romans 8:15\atah was bought for God’s people by
the Son and wrought in their hearts by the Spirit aisththe Spirit of the Son, the Spirit of the
Father.

The believer is no longer a slave, but a son, and dleebgliever knows he is a son, and an heir.
Are the believing Galatians going to go back to their forstate of slavery? Will they
exchange heathenism for Judaism? They had been slahes¢ontho by nature are no gods.
Idolatry always spells slavery, of fear and of moral apiritual degradation. They came to that
place where they were known by God, so why are theyngiback to something having no
power to help achieve salvation in any way? Salvaidoyigrace, by Promise. Judaistic
bondage is no better than paganistic. Those who ararspasition are to walk in the
blessedness of the estate of grace in order to barsdisposition. Adoption implies
transformation. Deliverance means freedom of ACCESE&gss to the Father. Does that mean
anything?

The Judaizers prided themselves in being “sons of Abrahdime”Galatians were impressed
and influenced accordingly. But Abraham had two sonspgriee slave-woman Hagar and one
by the free-woman Sarah. Law-keeping, law-observagthe path of salvation makes one
similar to Ishmael. The exercise of one’s freedor@lmist and Christ alone with nothing added
to this good news, this Gospel of Grace and the Promidessnaane a true son of Abraham, like



Isaac, the son of Abraham which the true God recognisa@dc was the son by Promise, the son
of Abraham which God recognized in the line of the Cormen&Grace.

Christ delivered the believer from the bondage offstim slavery to sin. This is a rescue:
Rescue from the guilt and power of sin (Romans 6:18); résooean accusing conscience
(Hebrews 10:22), rescue from the wrath of God (Romans ®W., 10:27); rescue from the
tyranny of Satan and the kingdom of darkness (2 Timothy 2:2%éliews 2:14); and
particularly here, rescue and freedom from “the lawdl@Bans 5:1, 13) referring to deliverance
from the curse which the law pronounces upon the sinnemhatideen striving unsuccessfully
to achieve his own righteousness (Galatians 3:13, 22-26; 4 Herhas been delivered from the
results of the law’s inability to make alive what is dé@dl. 3:21), to give life. He has been
delivered and freed from fear, the fear arising frometiner that both the moral and ceremonial
law must be strictly obeyed in order that one be salted.freedom from the oppressing
awareness of one’s total inability to meet the demahtsed_aw. (Gal. 3:23; 4:21-31; Romans
7:24-8:2)

O wretched man that | am! Who shall deliver me froentibdy of this death? Who will deliver
me from the bonds of this death? (Romans 7:24)

Okay. The believer is delivered from, but what is thevdieance to? The believer has been
delivered to the kingdom of God'’s dear Son, by grace. Héd®sturned to Christ and
salvation in Him (Phil. 3:4-9).

There is therefore now no condemnation to them wéiehin Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of 8prit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free
from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1, 2)

Look at this! Freedom in and through Christnisre than deliverance. Deliverance takes us to
some neutral place. Freedom is a positive, the istatbich a person is walking and living in
the Holy Spirit. (Gal. 5:25) What the law could not Gwod did through Christ and the Spirit
(Romans 8:3, 4).

This liberty is characterized by delighting in the lawGafd in one’s inmost self (Romans 7:22).
God is not lawless. Lawlessness is sin. But we havability to keep the Law or to please God
or to fully obey God on our own. We can do absolutelhimg apart from Jesus Christ, who
with the Father sent the Holy Spirit to dwell withirettrue believer. The person who is truly
free no longer behaves/acts from constraint but sédeael willingly, happily, with gratitude in
his heart. The truly free person has access to therf-atthat is life, knowing the Father, the
Source and Supplier of all life and blessing. (Gal. 4:6n&uws 8:15)

A person declared not guilty walks out of the courtroonea fman. When a slave is set free, he
is a free man. But that’s just leaving the courtro@person can receive mercy, not receiving
what he deserves, but grace is more than mercy. @Gréke the Deliverer adopting the accused
and now acquitted person as his son, taking that persohigmmown family as a son. Access
implies the right to the inheritance.

Christ Himself sets a person free. We are notrgetlfecause we deserve it or by our own
merits or by our own deeds. Christ became a curse foreaglied and paid the penalty exacted
by the Law. He gave Himself as the offering that 8aisGod’s justice. By that sacrifice, by
His Blood, His life poured out, we have redemption. Chtid it and is constantly doing it
through His Spirit (Gal. 3:2, 3, 14; 4:6, 29; Romans 8:4).



Whenever ¢an] the Son sets you free, you are free indeed. (John 8:36)

Would Christ set a person free only to transfer theggreto another prison? To a different kind
of bondage? Jesus set us free to be free indeed, tmree® to continue to stand firm in this
freedom. Don't go back into bondage. Keep going withHbly Spirit. Be firmly rooted so

you won't be moved in the hurricane. Offer resistaanud defeat the enemy (Eph. 6:10-20).

Stand firm in order to continue in the place where Gaattive. (Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10)
Overcome. Do not be loaded down again with a yoke of slay@cts 15:10) The yoke of the
law with all its regulations and man-made traditionssea Israel to groan under that yoke.
Beware highly elaborate systems of religion and risnali

It is dangerous to abandon grace for Law. Paul explainstiwadeliever loses when he turns
from God’s grace to man-made rules and regulations.

You lose your liberty. Paul says in Galatians 3:24 tatdaw has been a school-master or tutor
to lead to Christ, in order that by faith believers migggustified. He compares being under the
law with being then children of Hagar, a bondwoman. (tizada 4:21-31) It is a yoke of

slavery. (See Peter's comment, Acts 15:10.) The gakaepresent slavery, service, and
control by someone else over your own life. It cao aépresent willing service and submission
to someone else. God delivered Israel from Egyptiantsde and so broke a yoke (Lev.

26:13). A farmer uses a yoke to control and guide oxeausecthey would not willingly serve

if free.

We lost the yoke of slavery to sin and put on the yok@loist (Mt. 11:28-30). The yoke of
religion puts heavy burdens on us, but Christ’s yokesg aad His burden light. Christ’'s yoke
is kind, gracious, and frees us to fulfill His will. Thasaved person wears a yoke of sin (Lam.
1:14) and the religious legalist wears the yoke of bondadehé true believer who depends on
God’s grace wears the yoke of Christ. (Romans 6:18-22) We wear a yoke. The New
Covenant in Christ’s Blood is a bond that cannot lo&dm. We have the Holy Spirit internally
leading us, making crooked places straight, keeping us in tige J&sus Christ.

God’s grace is sufficient. The Holy Spirit frees tenfi ourselves, from the tyranny of our
“selves,” from sin and slavery to sin and the sin ratile does this as we live in the Spirit, are
led by the Spirit, love in the Spirit, and keep in stagh the Spirit. He is the Life-Producer and
the One who produces the fruit in the believer ashig@ean Christ as branch to vine. (John 15)
When we are slaves to sin, when we go back under theviawose our liberty for which Christ
set us free. Whenever we turn from grace to law,0ose bur wealth; we fall from the estate of
grace. We are robbed. We do not lose our salvatiomfalMout of the sphere of God’s grace
by deciding to live in the sphere of Law. That movetousard another gospel and disobeying
the truth. (Gal. 5:2-6) We lose our direction. (Gal-52 ) The Holy Spirit enables us to fulfill
the Law of Love, to overcome the flesh, and to produgé fHe gives us life. He keeps on
producing this life as we grow in grace and in the knowleddgesus Christ. (Craig, MarylThe
Just Shall Live by Faith. Fort Lauderdale, FL: Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. 2&A¥18)

I’m adapting what follows from the message “For FreeddmstCHas Set Us Free” given May
29, 1983, on Galatians 5:1-5 by John Piper. His web sitevisv.desiringgod.org John Piper
notes: “The key to freedom is whether we have to deviiik ourselves to escape punishment,
or whether our Father comes down to be with us and helpHessays, “Any act is wrong that
we do to bribe God for blessings.” We are not to lgtséesn bewitch us or think any outward
act of obedience can be offered to God as a bendfitM so as to make God in debt to us.



http://www.desiringgod.org/

“Look what | did, God; You owe me.” All benefits givéay Jesus Christ are paid from His own
investment at Calvary. He invested in the bank of Ggld's/, an investment so great that the
dividends are infinite, endless, and available to all et®not trying to earn them with their own
investments. These types of investments nullify gréad. 2:21) and remove the stumbling
block of the Cross (Gal. 5:11).

Instead we must admit that we have no assets to iamdghat what Christ did is sufficient. We
are to trust Christ, believing that He is merciful anccgnas and shares with us.

The mindset of slavery is the mindset of a debtos thé favor system of the world. | did you a
favor, so now you must do me a favor. And likewikeugh we feel the pressure to pay back,
we have a debt so huge that only what Jesus did canIpagkit We must receive the grace in
gratitude.

But be warned of this: If we think that we work for Goddugse He has given us so much, we
may start operating as though God’s free gift was aadaan to be repaid, or advance wages to
be earned. Now we are debtors of a different sodt @t operating as sons. This, too, is
slavery. Inthe case of the free gift of eterrfal lour debt would be unending. Instead, we must
accept and receive the gift of eternal life and livehwai sense of joyful indebtedness. We must
not diminish the Cross and God's glory. We are notgalt the Spirit of Grace. Jesus paid it

all. Itis a finished work. But God’s work is not jysst, it is also present and future, no just for
us but in us. God is pleased when He sees Himself vgpirkins, bearing fruit. (Hebrews 13:21)

Freedom depends on grace. We are to stand in the freedeovhith Christ has set us free. The
experience of freedom is enjoyed when we depend on the gf&hrist. Slavery happens when
we fall away from the power of grace. We are to apgrd@aad at the Throne of Grace boldly in
order that we might obtain mercy and find grace and fawvartimely way. ! Corinthians 15:10
gives us Paul's attitude toward all of this. God exgrace in our lives. Romans 5:21 Don't
yield to systems of slavery. Do yield in submission kwi€E. Doing so makes obedience an
adventure as we watch God work. God desires our freédaoeompromising, unrelenting,
indomitable freedom” (John Piper). Our lives began by thekwf the Holy Spirit. Our lives
continue by the work of the Holy Spirit. Living in thevper of the Holy Spirit keeps us free.
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/for-freedom-christ-has-set-us-free

Stand fast in the freedom for which Christ has setfyeel

Just the Messenger,
Mary Craig
Mary Craig, D. Min.
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liber®.Corinthians 3:17
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{ P.S. Thank you for giving to MCM! Donate: Mary Craig Ministries, Inc., P. O. Box 4610, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33338-4610 or through PayPal® online at www.marycraig.org. Go to marycraig.org for
the latest articles and words received. Take a look and see all that God is doing through this ministry, in
world missions, in evangelism, the Barnabas Project, Craighouse® Christian Fellowship, home visitation,
Kinetic Koinonia, media, and more. Worship with us 4:30 p.m. Sundays. Grow and flourish in small group
ministry at Craighouse® Christian Fellowship, located in the Pompano Plaza at 114 E. Mc Nab Road,
Pompano Beach, FL 33060. Log on to www.craighouse.org for a map, current events, and Bible studies.
Reach MCM at 954-491-7270. Send in your prayer requests. Follow MCM Bible teachings and Rev. Jim
Craig’s sermons; go to www.marycraig.org and click on “Audio Bible Studies” or “Divine Appointment”
radio ministry; or go to www.mcmtffr.org for audio sermons and teachings and Friday night handout
sheets. Free. Go to www.marycraigverses.org for “Enjoying God for Life,” daily encouragement and
growing in your faith. Go to www.marycraig.smugmug.com for some pictures of MCM world missions.
Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. is a 5010 (3) nonprofit corporation founded in 1993. Federal ID 65-0429517.
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