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“The Right to Define Who You Are”

Articles are flying around the web. Churches are scraugli response. Recent Supreme
Court rulings have redefined the legal definition of libertere’s a quote from an article | read
on Newsmax.Comhttp://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/samuel-alito-supremgrcsame-sex-
marriage-ruling/2015/07/21/id/658271This article covered an interview with Supreme Court
Justice Samuel Alito.

He argued that in Obergefell v. Hodges, the marriage decision that the Supreme Court was
ruling on, that liberty was defined as a guarantee under the 14th Amendment to the Constitution
to be "the freedom to define your understanding of the meaning of life."

Couple this with recent “dignity” and liberty issues.

“The Constitution promises liberty to all within itsagh, a liberty that includes certain specific
rights that allow persons, within a lawful realm, tdinke and express their identity.”

That quote comes from the Obergefell v. Hodges Decwiiiten by Justice Anthony Kennedy.
In the 1992 Casey decision, upholding the core of Roe v. Walhave this:

Our law affords constitutional protection to personal decisions relating to marriage, procreation,
contraception, family relationships, child rearing, and education ... These matters, involving the most
intimate and personal choices a person may make in a lifetime, choices central to personal dignity and
autonomy, are central to the liberty protected by the Fourteenth Amendment. At the heart of liberty is
the right to define one's own concept of existence, of meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery of
human life. Beliefs about these matters could not define the attributes of personhood were they formed
under compulsion of the State. http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/the-dangerous-
doctrine-of-dignity/391796/

All this gives the right to define one’s own identitythin a legal realm, and a right to personal
dignity and autonomy. Of course, it is difficult to aefi“dignity,” and whose dignity may have
priority legally, but we caaddress the issue of how God defines us according tcthmuse,

as is His right...just to keep perspective.



Believers in the Bible as being the Word of God, as hastipmgeme authority over all matters
pertaining to life and godliness, and as being inspired andiliéalvould say that God through
His Word defines one’s identity. We are the person Ggsl\wa are.

|.God defines us according to our relationship with Heither as Creator, or as
Creator/Redeemer. God relates in the context ofr@nte In the original creation event God
made man in His own image. The Glory-Spirit (Gen&si$ hovered over that which was
without form and void, lifeless and in deep darkness, anersmnly brought the world into life:
Let there be light. From the beginning, God sepatatefght from the darkness, both in the
physical sense and in the spiritual sense. The Holyt &pihe Life-Producer. He breathed life
into man such that man became a living soul. Man wasglominion over creation, not for
domination and to abuse, but to nourish, protect, and ter@dtagen. He was given a moral
image, to reflect the Glory-Image. And he was to iivéhe Glory-Presence.

Il. God defines us more according to function than accgrdirdescription.

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because | have
refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7

Adam and Eve and all humankind were created to glorify &wldenjoy Him forever, having a
purposeful and meaningful life as God in His sovereign gasdaed love intended.

By virtue of the Creator-creature relationship alone, Gatlie perfect, personal, perpetual
obedience. God instituted what we call the Covena@trreétion, or the Adamic Covenant, or
the Covenant of Works. Adam had but one stipulationptaeat of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. But he ate. With this turning to hear ang abether wisdom, that of the Serpent
(Satan), humankind was plunged into the estate ofnsimasery. God showed up in the Garden
in judgment and cast Adam and Eve out of the Garden, ahilee same time giving the

promise of salvation in the seed of the woman, nai@blyst. Genesis 3:15

This begins two spiritual lines, the seed of Satan andethe of Christ. Spiritual warfare
continues and God continues to relate now to His pen@edovenant of Grace. God separates
what He defines as Light, His children, and what He defasgeDarkness, not His children. So
we find a distinction between “the righteous and theked.” God grants special grace in
salvation that believers in Christ might obey throtagth which works by love. Nevertheless,
God demonstrates common grace and goodness to all disare

lll. God defines us according to the nature of our heHrisout of the heart that the mouth
speaks. It is according to the bent of our heartsabathoose. The Bible distinguishes between
the natural man (those not having been born out of Gard, of the will of God, born of the

Holy Spirit) and the spiritual man (those born ouGafd, born of the will of God, born of the
Spirit). John 3; John 1:12-13; 1 John 3:9; 1 John 5:18.

The one who practices sin [makes a practice of sin] is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. No one who is
born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin [keep on sinning], because



he is born of God. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 1John 3:8-10

The common grace and goodness of God affords the natundf@eglom to choose consistent
with his conscience and his choices and deeds will be judgda lhyving God. (Matthew
12:31-37; Luke 6:43-45; Romans 1; 1 Corinthians 5; Galatians 2:16; Renel@t12) The
natural man and his conscience, though not informed by tivel W God and its truth, is,
nevertheless, owing his Creator obedience by virtueingleated in the image of God for
God'’s purposes and in accordance with His plans andesgagy. Those born of the Spirit of
God, the Holy Spirit, by the electing love and grac&ofl (Ephesians 2:8, 9), have their
consciences informed by the Word of God and its truth, @wiair Creator/Redeemer out of
supreme loyalty and attachment to Him, obedience.

The heart is desperately wicked. God in the regenenatink of the Holy Spirit, turns the heart
and thus moves a person to faith in Jesus Christ, thg (Blcarnate, and repentance, both of
which are gifts of God. Ephesians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:4-7; 2 Thyn@:25, 26.

V. God defines us according to our deedfghat we think is influenced by the nature of our
hearts. Thoughts become words and deeds. A good workgronght or coming forth from
God’s holy, pure, good, and loving heart; the seed and rootvoflaof righteousness wrought
in Him. All others are not of Him and therefore gobd, for who is good but God alone?

Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. Proverbs 20:11

Thus believers in Jesus Christ, out of supreme loyalyattachment to Him, give Him
obedience, having been given electing grace throughifaitesus Christ alone, which works by
love. (Acts 5:32; Galatians 5:6) This faith without worksdead (James 2). The deeds done in
the body will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Chrising®s 14:10-12). This faith is called

to demonstrate itself in word and deed. (Galatians 5; Ept®e4id7-32, John 14:15, 23); to be
“kept,” and to be lived in accordance with the Word of Gbd,final authority on matters of life
and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3)

Salvation rests in Jesus Christ alone, and beliewelssus Christ are called to maintain the
integrity of the Body of Christ as those called tahbé as God is holy; to be sanctified by the
Holy Spirit according to the Scriptures; and therefaréptt on the new man” in Christ through
ongoing repentance and deliverance from the penalty, paneiltimate presence of sin as
redeemed. (Romans 6-8; Ephesians 4:17-32; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

V. God defines us according to our “fatliemhose whose Father is God by the Spirit of
adoption have been born out of God and are childrerodf GRomans 8) Relationship with the
Father is restored through the believer’s relationship @hrist, who indwells him by the Holy
Spirit. A person is defined as to whether one is ‘imi€” or “of the devil.” (John 8, 10) If our
Father is God and Jesus is our Lord and Savior, themensalled to be as He is. 1 John 4:17.
Thus we will reflect the holiness, goodness, purity, and tof the Father and Christ and the
Holy Spirit.




Accordingly, every person, saved or unsaved, should bedafl compassion, love, kindness,
respect, and dignity by believers on the basis of tiwarliing of the common grace of God,
and through believers as they interact with the worttliarbelievers. (Genesis 39:5; Psalm
145:9; Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:35f) However, it is important thaearadistinction between
common grace and special grace of God be defined.

VI. God defines us according to the grace He giveésmmon grace is an operation of God the
Holy Spirit whereby, He, without renewing the heargreises a moral influence on man such
that sin is restrained, order is maintained in sod&land civil righteousness is promoted. (Gen.
20:6; 31:7; Romans 13:1-3) But common grace does not effespariyal change in the heart
of man, so that it does not enable him to perform amjtusligood, or enable him to turn to God
in faith and repentance. (Romans 1:24, 26-32)

In distinction from common grace, special grace of @odks in a spiritual way, renewing the
whole nature of man; leads to repentance and salvatioteaasl to the production of spiritual
fruit. (Romans 6:6; Gal. 5:24 f.; Heb. 9:14; Titus 1:15 f.l. @dl0) While common grace is
resistible and is more or less resisted, special gragessstible, changing a man so that he
willingly yields to its operations, which endow man withapacity to understand God’s
revelation and to respond appropriately to it. (1 Cor. PM; 2:13; Heb. 13:20 f.; Acts 7:51)

In contrast, common grace does not remove the gusinadnd therefore does not carry pardon
with it, and it does not lift the sentence of condetomaof God, but only postpones its
execution, thereby giving time for repentance. (Isa. 6Rbdans 3:1-12; 5:12-14; Mat. 13:30;
1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Peter 3:7) Therefore, all believers aret®ene common grace to all those persons
out of obedience and service to God as an exercisengf faith in the hope that those God has
called unto Himself might come to a saving knowledge s@ig€hrist into an eternal
relationship of reconciliation with God. (1 John 1:@hd 10:28-30; Rom. 11:29; Acts 13:48;
Eph. 1:18)

VII. God defines us according to LIFEn Jesus Christ is life, and that life is the tighall
people. The Holy Spirit is the Life Maker. Jesus §thtame that His own might have life,
eternal life. He came in the power of an endldestdi merit life through His obedience and
grant eternal life to all those who believe in HimeliBvers have dignity and worth because of
the One who loved them and gave Himself for them, Yelns” them, and who as LORD,
controls their destiny. (1 Corinthians 6:9-20). Ultimgtéhis is what will define us:

And the testimony is this; that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the
Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 1 John 5:11, 12

Thank you for your donations, your prayers, and willing pgrdtion in MCM’s international
ministry. Your much appreciated gifts enable us to helplissnin need through our Barnabas
Project and to take the gospel of Jesus Christ arourwdahe and across backyard fences, to
teach and train and make disciples, and to ministgodo May you continue to give gladly,
generously, and graciously, as the Holy Spirit leads &od,as MCM reaches out globally,
locally, and online. May God define you according as Hespaken, and may you find meaning
in your existence and life in Christ Jesus!



For His Glory,
Mary Craty

Mary Craig, D. Min.

For you were sometimes darkness, but now are you light in the Lord;

Walk as children of light. Ephesians 4:8
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| have added for you an exercise that allows you to disdovgourself who one is in Christ:
http://www.marycraig.org/NewsViews/WholAmInChrist.htm

and a handout developed by Rev. Jim Craig on “The Seedaf.Sa
http://www.marycraig.org/NewsViews/TheSeedOfSatan.htm

Hope you like the Word of God!



