Excursus on the blessing: Mary's Notes

Descendants, land, I am your shield and reward, in the mount of the LORD it shall be provided, in your-seed all the nations will be blessed. The blessing of Abraham equals Jesus. Abraham-- to a c1an--to a nation--to a split northern and southern kingdoms--to the downfall of each--to a Messiah-to the whole world--Galatians 3--to the Promise of the Father.

	Blessed to be a blessing--Abraham had fellowship with God (friend).  Sarai was beautiful and commendable. Abraham enjoyed vast material wealth, military success, had diplomatic savvy, and long life. Every believer can learn from the life of Abraham by discovering important truths connected to the blessing of God.
	Surrender the first and the best, not leftovers. Genesis 17,22. 2. Recognize God owns everything. He is Possessor of heaven and earth - Genesis 14
	Practice the obedience of faith and do at God says. God told Abraham, "you shall be a blessing." Watch the attitude of Abraham. It was not "I don't have to," an attitude of lawlessness, but "I will." Genesis 22.13 18. He did not hesitate.

Learn the patience of waiting. It was 25 years before Isaac. Abraham waited for the exact fulfillment of the promise, but God also waited.
Be convinced of both the goodness and the power of God. God	is faithful and He also will do it.
	Give tithes and offerings. Abraham tithed to Melchizedek. Offering Isaac was an act of worship an gratitude, the offering of the first and the rest, a willingness tithe, as it were, of the nation to come. Abraham gave Melchizedek of the spoils of war. He gave Lot the choice of land. Throughout his life, Abraham gave gladly, graciously, generously, and as God guided him.
Die to the flesh. Isaac came after God changed Abram's name to Abraham. (Genesis 17.1,5) Die to fear, doubt, and unbelief. Abram left his homeland but when famine came, he doubted and, went down to Egypt. He questioned God (Genesis 15.2), but in an attitude of inquiry to have doubt removed. He had to die to unbelief. He sought to help the promise along through Hagar and Ishmael, but after 25 years, a new name, and a new surrendered life, the promise was realized. (Genesis 18.27)

The blessing makes rich and keeps one rich. Abraham knew God as Shield and Great Reward, El Shaddai, God Most High (El Elyon), Possessor of heaven and earth, Lord God, Jehovah Jireh (Jehovah will provide), Covenant Lord, Judge of all the earth, and as El Olam, the Everlasting God. He received great revelation into the nature of God, His heart and soul.

Abraham was able to receive, for God said in is promises to Abraham that He would give ___________	to him. Satan tries to bankrupt us emotionally so we grasp in greed to fill up our coffers instead of receiving as grace upon grace. Satan tempts us to grasp the tangible and less valuable and so robs us of greater glory. Abraham took the persons over property in Genesis 14. He let Lot choose. He was a giver, not a taker. He saw himself as full, not hungry for more. And God poured out upon him grace upon grace, favor upon favor, and fullness.

A pattern emerges between Abraham's obedience and the promises of God which follow.

Genesis 12.
Obedience -- get out--go to the land I will show you
Promise -- I will make you.., I will bless you.., I will make your name great
Obedience -- you shall be a blessing
Promise -- I will bless those who bless you. I will curse the one who curses you. In you all the families of the earth will be blessed.

Genesis 14.
	Declared blessed. God revealed Himself as God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth. God declared him blessed and revealed that victory comes from God. God delivered his enemies into his hand.
Genesis 15.
God removes fear. I am your shield, your exceeding great reward, Lord God. A discussion ensues. Loa toward heaven at the stars. I brought you out to give you this land a inherit it. God cuts the covenant, reveals the future, and defines t e territory.

Genesis 16. Abraham doubts, helps God out, as an apparent failure.
Genesis 17. God reveals Himself as EI Shaddai.
Obedience - walk before Me and be blameless
Promise - I will make My covenant, multiply you
Obedience - you shall keep My covenant (circumcision)
Promise - Sarah, a mother of nations
Genesis 18.
Obedience 18.19- command children
Promise - Abraham asks and realizes, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"
Genesis 22.
	Obedience - give the first in the covenant line of the children of promise (22.14).
	Promise - (22.17) stars and sand and possess the gates of your enemies. All nations blessed because you have obeyed My voice.
Genesis 23.
Abraham paid for the field and would not take it as a gift so as not to be indebted to the Hittites.
Genesis 24.
	The Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.
Genesis 25.
Abraham looked out for the inheritance of the covenant. He gave gifts to other sons, but gave all to Isaac after his death. Beer Lahoi Roi - well of the One who lives and see me, Hagar's well.

Lesson - have regard for the Covenant Lord, t e Covenant of the
Lord, the people of the Covenant Lord, the purposes of the Covenant
Lord, the promises of the Covenant Lord.

Surrender, not sentiment.


