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Hebrews 8:13

When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. 

Jim's translation:

In the act of (his) saying "new covenant", he completely treats [p.t. has treated and continues treating] the first covenant as obsolete.  Now the first covenant, the one having been made obsolete, continuing to be obsolete and the same covenant having fully, completely grown old is [figurative] close to being ready to disappear [KJV "vanish away"] altogether.  

Srong's: Obsolete
1. to make ancient or old 

a. to become old, to be worn out 

b. of things worn out by time and use 

2. to declare a thing to be old and so about to be abrogated 

Random House: Abrogate
	1.
	to abolish by formal or official means; annul by an authoritative act; repeal: to abrogate a law. 


	2.
	to put aside; put an end to.


Synonyms:
1. cancel, revoke, rescind, nullify, void, invalidate.
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Hebrews 10

First question: How long is the first sentence (in Greek)?

Hebrews 10:1 Skia.n ga.r e;cwn o` no,moj tw/n mello,ntwn avgaqw/n( 
ouvk auvth.n th.n eivko,na tw/n pragma,twn( 
katV evniauto.n tai/j auvtai/j qusi,aij a]j prosfe,rousin eivj to. dihneke.j ouvde,pote du,natai tou.j prosercome,nouj teleiw/sai\ 
Hebrews 10:2 evpei. ouvk a'n evpau,santo prosfero,menai dia. to. mhdemi,an e;cein e;ti sunei,dhsin a`martiw/n tou.j latreu,ontaj a[pax kekaqarisme,noujÈ
2 English verses long, 1-2


Second sentence covers two English verses.
Hebrews 10:3 avllV evn auvtai/j avna,mnhsij a`martiw/n katV evniauto,n\

Hebrews 10:4 avdu,naton ga.r ai-ma tau,rwn kai. tra,gwn avfairei/n a`marti,ajÅ
How many English sentences from verse 1 through verse 4?


Hebrews 10:1-4
 1For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, 
and not the very image of the things, 
can never with these same sacrifices, 
which they offer continually year by year, 
make those who approach perfect. 


 2For then would they not have ceased to be offered? 

For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.


3But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.

4For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

5 sentences instead of two.



How many with YLT?


YLT Hebrews 10:1 For the law having a shadow of the coming good things -- 
not the very image of the matters, every year, by the same sacrifices that they offer continually, 
is never able to make perfect those coming near,

YLT Hebrews 10:2 since, would they not have ceased to be offered, because of those serving having no more conscience of sins, having once been purified?

YLT Hebrews 10:3 but in those sacrifices is a remembrance of sins every year,

YLT Hebrews 10:4 for it is impossible for blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

2 English verses long, 1-2, same as the original Greek!
YLT Hebrews 10:1 For the law having a shadow of the coming good things -- 
not the very image of the matters, every year, by the same sacrifices that they offer continually, 
is never able to make perfect those coming near,

YLT Hebrews 10:2 since, would they not have ceased to be offered, because of those serving having no more conscience of sins, having once been purified?

 
Hebrews 10:2 evpei. ouvk a'n evpau,santo prosfero,menai dia. to. mhdemi,an e;cein e;ti sunei,dhsin a`martiw/n tou.j latreu,ontaj a[pax kekaqarisme,noujÈ

In verse 2, the presence of the non-translated particle  a'n  
indicates that this is a “contrary to fact conditional sentence.” 



The tricky thing is this- 
it is presented backward to the way we normally experience the writing of conditional sentences.


Example: 
NKJ John 11:21 Then Martha said to Jesus, 
"Lord, if You had been here, 

my brother would not have died.

GNT John 11:21 ei=pen ou=n h` Ma,rqa pro.j to.n VIhsou/n( 
Ku,rie( eiv h=j w-de (Lord, if you had always been in this place) 

ouvk a'n avpe,qanen o` avdelfo,j mou\
(then not [a'n] had died the brother of me;)

[a'n] indicates that the other part of the sentence, the “if” part, is the “contrary to fact conditional part”. 

That is, “Lord, if you had always been in this place, 
and you had not always been in this place,
then my brother would not have died;” 


There are 6 “contrary to fact conditional sentences” in the Book of Hebrews.


Heb 1.13
Heb 4.8

Heb 8.4

Heb 8.7

Heb 10.2

Heb 11.15
YLT Hebrews 1:13 (If…) And unto which of the messengers said He ever 
(and He had not said ever),
(Then…) 'Sit at My right hand, till a'n I may make thine enemies thy footstool?'


GNT Hebrews 1:13 pro.j ti,na de. tw/n avgge,lwn ei;rhke,n pote( 
Ka,qou evk dexiw/n mou( e[wj a'n qw/ tou.j evcqrou,j sou u`popo,dion tw/n podw/n souÈ
YLT Hebrews 4:8 for if Joshua had given them rest (and he had not given them rest), 

(then) He would not a'n concerning another day have spoken after these things;

GNT Hebrews 4:8 eiv ga.r auvtou.j VIhsou/j kate,pausen( 
ouvk a'n peri. a;llhj evla,lei meta. tau/ta h`me,rajÅ

YLT Hebrews 8:4 for if, indeed, he (always was) were upon earth (and he was not always upon earth), 

(then) he would not be a priest -- (there being the priests who are offering according to the law, the gifts,

GNT Hebrews 8:4 eiv me.n ou=n h=n evpi. gh/j( 
ouvdV a'n h=n i`ereu,j( o;ntwn tw/n prosfero,ntwn kata. no,mon ta. dw/ra\
YLT Hebrews 8:7 for if that first were faultless (and that first was not faultless), 

(then) a place would not a'n have been sought for a second.

GNT Hebrews 8:7 Eiv ga.r h` prw,th evkei,nh h=n a;memptoj( 
ouvk a'n deute,raj evzhtei/to to,pojÅ
YLT Hebrews 10:2 (skip briefly)
YLT Hebrews 11:15 
and if, indeed, they had been mindful of that from which they came forth (and they had not been so mindful, 

(then) they might have had a'n an opportunity to return,

GNT Hebrews 11:15 kai. eiv me.n evkei,nhj evmnhmo,neuon avfV h-j evxe,bhsan( 
ei=con a'n kairo.n avnaka,myai\
YLT Hebrews 10:2 (Then) since, would they not a'n have ceased to be offered, 

(If  #1…) because of those serving having no more conscience of sins (and those serving had not “no more conscience of sins”), 

(If  #2…) having once been purified (and they had not been purified once for all time)?


(1) An interrogative requires wording adjustments.
(2) The normal order of statements is reversed.
(3) The sentence has three clauses instead of two.

GNT Hebrews 10:2 evpei. ouvk a'n evpau,santo prosfero,menai 

dia. to. mhdemi,an e;cein e;ti sunei,dhsin a`martiw/n tou.j latreu,ontaj a[pax kekaqarisme,noujÈ
Hebrews 10
YLT Hebrews 10:1-4 For the law having a shadow of the coming good things -- 
not the very image of the matters, every year, 
by the same sacrifices that they offer continually, 
is never able to make perfect those coming near,  
2 since, would they not have ceased to be offered, 
because of those serving having no more conscience of sins, having once been purified?  3 but in those sacrifices is a remembrance of sins every year, 
4 for it is impossible for blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

Hebrews 10:5-11   5 Wherefore, coming into the world, he saith, 
'Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not will, and a body Thou didst prepare for me,  
6 in burnt-offerings, and concerning sin-offerings, Thou didst not delight,  
7 then I said, Lo, I come, (in a volume of the book it hath been written concerning me,) 
to do, O God, Thy will;' 8 saying above -- 
'Sacrifice, and offering, and burnt-offerings, and concerning sin-offering Thou didst not will, nor delight in,' -- which according to the law are offered --  
9 then he said, 'Lo, I come to do, O God, Thy will;' 
he doth take away the first that the second he may establish;  
10 in the which will we are having been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once,  
11 and every priest, indeed, hath stood daily serving, 
and the same sacrifices many times offering, that are never able to take away sins. 

Hebrews 10:12-18   12 And He, for sin one sacrifice having offered -- 
to the end, did sit down on the right hand of God, --  
13 as to the rest, expecting till He may place his enemies as his footstool,  
14 for by one offering he hath perfected to the end those sanctified;  
15 and testify to us also doth the Holy Spirit, for after that He hath said before,  
16 'This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, 
giving My laws on their hearts, and upon their minds I will write them,'  
17 and 'their sins and their lawlessness I will remember no more;'  
18 and where forgiveness of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 

Hebrews 10:19-25   19 Having, therefore, brethren, 
boldness for the entrance into the holy places, in the blood of Jesus,  
20 which way he did initiate for us -- 
new and living, through the vail, that is, his flesh --  
21 and a high priest over the house of God,  
22 may we draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, 
having the hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and having the body bathed with pure water;  
23 may we hold fast the unwavering profession of the hope, 
(for faithful is He who did promise),  
24 and may we consider one another to provoke to love and to good works,  
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as a custom of certain is, 
but exhorting, and so much the more as ye see the day coming nigh. 

Hebrews 10:26-31   26 For we -- 
wilfully sinning after the receiving the full knowledge of the truth -- 
no more for sins doth there remain a sacrifice,  
27 but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery zeal, 
about to devour the opposers;  28 any one who did set at nought a law of Moses, 
apart from mercies, by two or three witnesses, doth die,  
29 of how much sorer punishment shall he be counted worthy 
who the Son of God did trample on, 
and the blood of the covenant did count a common thing, 
in which he was sanctified, and to the Spirit of the grace did despite?  
30 for we have known Him who is saying, 
'Vengeance is Mine, I will recompense, saith the Lord;' 
and again, 'The Lord shall judge His people;' --  
31 fearful is the falling into the hands of a living God. 

Hebrews 10:32-34  32 And call to your remembrance the former days, 
in which, having been enlightened, ye did endure much conflict of sufferings,  
33 partly both with reproaches and tribulations being made spectacles, 
and partly having become partners of those so living,  
34 for also with my bonds ye sympathised, 
and the robbery of your goods with joy ye did receive, 
knowing that ye have in yourselves a better substance in the heavens, 
and an enduring one. 

Hebrews 10:35-39   35 Ye may not cast away, then, your boldness, 
which hath great recompense of reward,  
36 for of patience ye have need, that the will of God having done, 
ye may receive the promise,  37 for yet a very very little, 
He who is coming will come, and will not tarry;  
38 and 'the righteous by faith shall live,' 
and 'if he may draw back, My soul hath no pleasure in him,'  
39 and we are not of those drawing back to destruction, 
but of those believing to a preserving of soul.

YLT Hebrews 10:1-4 For the law having a shadow of the coming good things -- 
not the very image of the matters, 
every year, 
by the same sacrifices that they offer continually, 
is never able to make perfect those coming near,  
2 since, would they not have ceased to be offered, 
because of those serving having no more conscience of sins, 
having once been purified?  
3 but in those sacrifices is a remembrance of sins every year,  
4 for it is impossible for blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

“For the law having a shadow of the coming good things”

“The law” denotes the prescribed Jewish rites and ceremonies of sacrificial offerings for sins, which gives only a dim outline of “the good things to come.” So, the entire record of God’s Law, per se, is not the subject. 


skia,, a/j f shadow, shade; foreshadowing, faint outline  

avgaqo,j, h,, o,n specific good; useful, satisfactory for one's (its) purpose, fitting, beneficial; 
ta. avgaqa, goods, possessions; good things (Lk 16.25); good deeds (Jn 5.29)

NKJ Hebrews 9:11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, 
with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, 
that is, not of this creation.

YLT Hebrews 9:11 And Christ being come, chief priest of the coming good things, through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands -- 
that is, not of this creation –


Colossians 2:16-17   
16 Let no one, then, judge you in eating or in drinking, or in respect of a feast, 
or of a new moon, or of sabbaths,  
17 which are a shadow of the coming things, and the body is of the Christ;

Paul makes the distinction between the Jewish rites and ceremonies 
and the swma body of Christ, which is the reality in Christ.

”continually” eivj to. dihneke,j into the for all time
dihneke,jÅ adjective pronoun accusative neuter singular

dihnekh,j, e,j continuous; eivj to. dihneke,j for all time; continually, perpetually  

YLT Hebrews 7:3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, and being made like to the Son of God, doth remain a priest continually.

GNT Hebrews 7:3 avpa,twr avmh,twr avgenealo,ghtoj( mh,te avrch.n h`merw/n mh,te zwh/j te,loj e;cwn( avfwmoiwme,noj de. tw/| ui`w/| tou/ qeou/( me,nei i`ereu.j eivj to. dihneke,jÅ
YLT Hebrews 10:1 For the law having a shadow of the coming good things -- 
not the very image of the matters, every year, by the same sacrifices that they offer continually, is never able to make perfect those coming near,

GNT Hebrews 10:1 Skia.n ga.r e;cwn o` no,moj tw/n mello,ntwn avgaqw/n( ouvk auvth.n th.n eivko,na tw/n pragma,twn( katV evniauto.n tai/j auvtai/j qusi,aij a]j prosfe,rousin eivj to. dihneke.j ouvde,pote du,natai tou.j prosercome,nouj teleiw/sai\
YLT Hebrews 10:12 And He, for sin one sacrifice having offered -- to the end, did sit down on the right hand of God, --

GNT Hebrews 10:12 ou-toj de. mi,an u`pe.r a`martiw/n prosene,gkaj qusi,an eivj to. dihneke.j evka,qisen evn dexia/| tou/ qeou/(
YLT Hebrews 10:14 for by one offering he hath perfected to the end those sanctified;

GNT Hebrews 10:14 mia/| ga.r prosfora/| tetelei,wken eivj to. dihneke.j tou.j a`giazome,noujÅ
Hebrews 10:5-11   5 Wherefore, coming into the world, 
he saith, 'Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not will, and a body Thou didst prepare for me,  6 in burnt-offerings, and concerning sin-offerings, Thou didst not delight,  
7 then I said, Lo, I come, (in a volume of the book it hath been written concerning me,) 
to do, O God, Thy will;'  
8 saying above -- 'Sacrifice, and offering, and burnt-offerings, and concerning sin-offering Thou didst not will, nor delight in,' -- which according to the law are offered --  
9 then he said, 'Lo, I come to do, O God, Thy will;' he doth take away the first 
that the second he may establish;  
10 in the which will we are having been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once,  
11 and every priest, indeed, hath stood daily serving, 
and the same sacrifices many times offering, that are never able to take away sins. 

“5 Wherefore, coming into the world,”
This is reference to the incarnation of Christ 
who is represented as quoting Psa 40.6-9 from the LXX-
LXX Psalm 40:6-9   6 Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not; 
but a body hast thou prepared me: whole-burnt-offering and sacrifice for sin 
thou didst not require.  
7 Then I said, Behold, I come: in the volume of the book it is written concerning me,  
8 I desired to do thy will, O my God, and thy law in the midst of mine heart.  
9 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation; lo! I will not refrain my lips; 
O Lord, thou knowest my righteousness. 

(From the Hebrew) YLT Psalm 40:6-9 6 Sacrifice and present Thou hast not desired, 
Ears Thou hast prepared for me, 
Burnt and sin-offering Thou hast not asked.  
7 Then said I, 'Lo, I have come,' In the roll of the book it is written of me,  
8 To do Thy pleasure, my God, I have delighted, And Thy law is within my heart. 
9 I have proclaimed tidings of righteousness 
In the great assembly, lo, my lips I restrain not, O Jehovah, Thou hast known.  

Other than the “ears” thing, the LXX has not altered the sense of the Psalm: 
“that there was a sacrifice which answered to the will of God 
as no animal sacrifice could.”
Why the “ears?” 
Because the ears were the point of contact with God’s will. 
Example: those having ears to hear…
So the writer of Hebrews argues that the Son’s offering of Himself 
is the true and final offering for sin, because it is the sacrifice, 
which is according to prophecy, and the sacrifice that God desired to be made.

God took no pleasure in the animal offering, the meal offering, 
the burnt offering, the sin offering.
Matthew 3:17   17 and lo, a voice out of the heavens, saying, 
'This is My Son -- the Beloved, in whom I did delight.'
Lo, I come, to do, O God, Thy will;   verse 7
Lo, I come to do, O God, Thy will;    verse 9

The Messiah is represented as offering Himself to do God’s will.

“Saying above” refers to verses 5and 6 which are quoted again.
“the first” is what Christ means as the system of animal sacrifices in verse 8.
“that He may establish the second” this is a purpose clause (ina). 
This bit of statements is the author’s exegesis of the Psalm. 


“we are having been sanctified” (perfect passive indicative) 
The divine will, unfulfilled in animal sacrifices, 
is fully realized in Christ’s offering of Himself. 
He came to be a great High Priest, and the body was prepared for Him, 
that by the offering of it He might put sinful men 
forever into the perfect personal relationship with God.  
“to take away sins” 
This is an old verb, “to take from around, to remove utterly.” 
