A PRAYER OF JOY: CALLING NATIONS TO RESURRECTION

Heavenly Father,


Jesus said, “When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory; and before Him shall be gathered all nations; and He shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats; and He shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.  Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me meat.  I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink.  I was a stranger, and you took me in; naked, and you clothed me.  I was sick, and you visited Me.  I was in prison, and you came unto Me.  (Matthew 25.31-36)


Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when did we see You hungry, and fed You, or thirsty, and gave You drink?  When did we see You a stranger, and take You in, or naked, and clothed You?  Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and came unto You? (Matthew 25.37-39)


And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, you have done it unto Me.  Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from Me you cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me no meat.  I was thirsty, and you gave Me no drink.  I was a stranger, and you did not take me in, naked, and you clothed Me not; sick, and in prison, and you visited Me not. (Matthew 25.40-43)


Then shall they also answer Him, saying, Lord, when did we see You hungry, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto You?  Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to Me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life eternal. (Matthew 25.44-46)


Father, I have heard the message from the beginning, that we should love one another and that I should not marvel if the world hates me.  You have said that we know that we have passed from death unto life because we love the brethren.  The one that loves not his brother abides in death, and whosoever hates his brother is a murderer.  And I know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  I perceive the love of God because He laid down His life for me, and I ought to lay down my life for the brethren. (1 John 3.11-16)


But whoso has this world’s good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwells the love of God in him?  Father, let me not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.  Hereby I know that I am of the truth, and shall assure my heart before You.  Let me keep Your commandments.  Abide in me by the Spirit which You have given me. (1 John 3.17-19, 24) 


Father, You sent Jesus the Son to be the Savior of the world.  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells in that one and that one in God. We have known and believed the love that God has to us.  God is love, and the one that dwells in love, dwells in God, and God in that one.  Perfect my love and let there be no fear.  Your Word says that I love You because You first loved me. (1 John 4.14-19)


If someone says, I love God, and hates his or her brother, that one is a liar, for the one that loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can that one love God whom he has not seen?  And this commandment have we from Him, that the one who loves God love his brother also. (1 John 4.20, 21)


Father, Christ died for my sins according to the Scriptures.  He was buried and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.  He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve.  After that He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.  After that He was seen of James, then of all the apostles.  And last of all He was seen of Paul also, as of one born out of due time. (1 Corinthians 15.3-8)


If Christ be not risen, then our preaching is vain, and our faith is also vain.  Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ; whom He raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.  For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised.   And if Christ be not raised, our faith is vain, and we are yet in our sins.  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. (1 Corinthians 15.14-18)


If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most miserable.  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.  For since by man came death, by Man came also the resurrection out from among the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  But every one in his own order:  Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming.  Then comes the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign, till He has put all enemies under His feet. (1 Corinthians 15.19-25)


The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.  For He has put all things under His feet, but when He says all things are put under Him, it is manifest that He is accepted, which did put all things under Him.  And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1 Corinthians15.26-28)


I die daily.  I awake to righteousness, and sin not.  That which I sow is not quickened except it die.  And that which I sow, I sow not that body that shall be, but grain.  God gives it a body as it has pleased Him, and to every seed its own body.  As to the resurrection of the dead, it is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. (From 1 Corinthians 15.31-44)  


The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening Spirit.  The first man is of the earth, earthy.  The Second Man is the Lord from heaven.  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy.  And as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  And as I have borne the image of the earthy, I shall also bear the image of the heavenly. (1 Corinthians 15.45-49)


Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption.  It is a mystery that we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.  For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. (1 Corinthians 15.50-54)


O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which gives me the victory through my Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Corinthians 15.55-57)


Therefore, by Your grace, Father, I shall be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as I know that my labor is not in vain in the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15.58)


Father, I do not faint, but though my outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while I look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.  For the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4.16-18)  If my earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, I have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  I groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with my house which is from heaven.  If so be that being clothed, I shall not be found naked.  In this tabernacle I groan, being burdened, not for that I would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.  God has given me the earnest of the Spirit.  I walk by faith.  I labor, that whether present or absent, I may be accepted of Him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in the body, according to that he/she has done, whether it be good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5.1-10)


I cleanse myself from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 7.1)  If I sow to the flesh, I shall of the flesh reap corruption, but if I sow to the Spirit, I shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  Father, I sow to the Spirit.  Let me not be weary in well doing, for in due season I shall reap, if I faint not.  As I have therefore opportunity, let me do good unto all people, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (Galatians 6.8-10)


I am a new creature, a new creation in Christ Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5.17) I am sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of my inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of Your glory. (Ephesians 1.13, 14)  I am created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has before ordained that I should walk in them. (Ephesians 2.10)  I am buried with Christ by baptism into death that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so I also should walk in newness of life.  I have been planted together in the likeness of His death, and so shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.  My old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed and that henceforth I should not serve sin.  Dead, I am freed from sin.  Dead with Christ, I believe that I shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dies no more.  Death has no more dominion over Him, for in that He died, He dies unto sin once, but in that He lives, He lives unto God.  I reckon myself to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ my Lord. (Romans 6.1-11)


I yield myself unto God as one alive from the dead, and my members as instruments of righteousness unto God, for sin shall not have dominion over me.  I am not under the Law, but under grace.  I obey righteousness.  I am a servant of righteousness.  I yield my members servants to righteousness unto holiness.  I am now being made free from sin, and become a servant to God, having my fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ my Lord. (From Romans 6.12-23)


I am dead to the Law by the body of Christ that I should be married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, that I should bring forth fruit unto God.  Jesus Christ delivers me from the body of this death.  I walk after the Spirit, for the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.   I am in the Spirit as the Spirit of God dwells in me.  If Christ be in me, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in me, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken my mortal body by His Spirit that dwells in me.  I am not a debtor to the flesh, for then I shall die, but through the Spirit I do mortify the deeds of the body and live.  (From Romans 7 and 8.1-13)  


I am led by the Spirit of God.  I am a son of God.  I have received the Spirit of adoption whereby I cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit bears witness to my spirit that I am the child of God, and if a child, then an heir of God and joint-heir with Christ, if so be that I suffer with Him, that I may be also glorified together.  I await the redemption of my body, for I am saved by hope.  Nothing can separate me from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.  (From Romans 8)


Father, give unto me that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.  Grant me grace and power to overcome that I may inherit all things.  Then You will be my God, and I shall be your son.  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.  (Revelation 21.6-8)  Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with me and with the nations. Amen.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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