Preparing for the Coming of Christ
I. Make your calling and election sure. 2 Peter 1.1-19

Grace and peace are multiplied to you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 

Lord. You have obtained precious faith through the righteousness of God and Christ. You are called to glory and virtue. You have been given great and precious promises in order that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature and escape the corruption that is in the world through lust. Give diligence to virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. Bear fruit. Remember that you have been purged from your old sins. Give diligence to make your election sure and you will never fall. Remember your days are numbered. Remember God’s greatness and promises. Avoid indifference. Persevere in obedience of faith. Be established in the truth.
II. Live lives of holiness and godliness. 2 Peter 3 

The world you love will burn, so… Keep perspective. Be ready for the scoffers. Be 

diligent to be found of Christ in peace, without spot, and blameless. Be steadfast. 

Grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

III. Soberly contemplate your inheritance in Christ. 1 Peter 1

You have a lively hope. You have an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 

fades not away reserved in heaven for you. You are kept by the power of God through 

faith unto salvation. Rejoice even if you are going through trials and temptations. 

Receive the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Be sober. Hope to the end for

the grace brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Be holy in all your way of life.

Remember the price of your redemption. Purify your souls in obeying the truth through

the Spirit. Love the brethren. Love one another with a pure heart fervently. The flesh 

withers and dies. The Word lives forever. Live the gospel.

IV. Walk as a child of the light and of the day. 1 Thessalonians 5

Jesus will come as a thief in the night to those who are in darkness. Don’t be one of them. Don’t sleep as others do. Watch and be sober. The people of the night sleep and drink at night. But you are not appointed unto wrath as they, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. Comfort yourself by remembering Christ died so that we could live together with Him. Edify one another. Be a blessing even as Christ has blessed you. Pray all the time, giving thanks in all circumstances, recognizing God’s will for you. Live in joy. Be a lover of the truth. Warn the unruly, comfort the feeble-minded. Support the weak. Be patient with everyone. Do not render evil for evil. Follow what is good. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophesyings. Prove all things. Hold fast to what is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. Trust the God of peace to sanctify your whole spirit and soul and body and to preserve you blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The One who calls you is faithful, and He also will do it. Read and heed what Paul writes.

V. Don’t be deceived. Love the truth. 2 Thessalonians 

Know what’s coming so you’re not shaken, troubled, or deceived. The antichrist will be revealed first. Lawlessness is already at work. Remember, when the Antichrist is revealed (has his parousia), he will have his time, but then the Lord Jesus Christ will also appear. Christ will show up, shine forth, shoot down His enemies, and slay the Antichrist with the breath of His mouth and with the brightness of His Presence (His own parousia). 

The Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and that do not obey the gospel. Do not go for the strong delusion that will be sent out by God. Stand firm in the truth and have no pleasure in lawlessness (unrighteousness; sin). You are bound for glory, so stand fast, comfort your hearts, and let God establish you in every good word and work. God will keep you from evil. Let the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patient waiting for Christ. Don’t grow weary in well doing. You will reap in due season. Trust the Lord to let you live an orderly and peaceful life.

VI. Devote yourself to what will last. Mt. 6.19-21; 1 Cor. 7.31; 1 John 2.17

VII. Repent. Preach the gospel to the nations. Mark 13.10, Mt. 28.18-20; Lk 24

VIII. Fulfill the pre-conditions of Christ’s return.

Be zealous to be found without spot or blemish and at peace (2 peter 2.13; 1 John 1.7). Therefore, walk in the light (1 John 1.7), keep yourselves in the love of God (Jude 21), keep yourselves from idols (1 John 5.21), and look to the promise with a zeal for purity and peace. Preach the good news to the whole world. 

Remember that false prophets will come. Judge your experiences by the Word and within Christian community. There will be wars and rumors of war, famines, earthquakes, persecutions and torture (Rev. 6). There will be the great falling away and lawlessness and the “man of sin.” (2 Thess. 2, Rev. 8) 

IX. Don’t drift. You drift, you doubt, you disobey, you die. Don’t forsake the assembly of yourselves together. Hebrews 2, Hebrews 10.25

X. Afflictions prepare us for the eternal weight of glory. Put them in perspective.

(Acts 14.22, 2 Corinthians 4)

X. Have a heart for the nations. Psalm 2, Psalm 96, Psalm 67, Mt. 28, Luke 24, etc.

XI. Let the Holy Spirit sanctify and mature you. Remember creation and the restoration of all things. Romans 8

XII. Remember that you are loosed from your sins by the Blood of the Lamb. Be faithful to the end. Follow the Lamb wherever He goes. Forgive others that the Father might forgive you. Enter the fullness of Jesus Christ and of God. Love as Christ loved you and gave Himself for you. Walk in obedience. Walk in wisdom. Walk in truth. Walk in the light. Hold fast what you have. Keep your hearts, your garments, your faith. Read and heed the Revelation. Fear the Lord and prepare yourself to face Christ and the Father in the day of judgment. Dwell in love and in God that you may have boldness in the day of judgment. Keep the commandments. Love. (Revelation, 1 John, Ephesians 4, Colossians 3)

XIII. Hear completely in order to obey correctly. Obey with a heart for complete obedience rather than selective obedience. To obey is better than sacrifice.

Just as the entire OT writes of the anticipation of the coming of the Messiah in grace to atone for our sins and accomplish all that the Father required for us to “get back to Him,” so also the entire NT writes of the anticipation of the coming of Christ to judge what is living and what is dead and to subject all things unto Himself that He might deliver all things to the Father and put down all rule and all authority and power and puts all enemies under His feet. When all things shall be subdued unto Christ, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may e all in all. (1 Cor. 15) Awake to righteousness for you will be living forever in the Presence of a Holy God who is the God of all Grace, the Father of Mercies, the Father of Lights, who loves with a holy love, and in whose Presence is joy everlasting.

Someone once said, "We read the gospel as if we had no money, and we spend our money as if we know nothing of the gospel." (John Haughey)  Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
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